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first to whom Napoleon wrote glossing over the defeat: 'The
flood and the wide and difficult river were to blame/

Unfortunately, the success at Aspern was not fallowed up.
Napoleon recovered himself and sent for strong reinforcements,
although he had for the moment to abandon the Tyrol as he
required all the troops which had been engaged there.

The Crown Prince's Division was also recalled from Salzburg
and ordered east. During the march to Linz, the Tyrolese hurled
themselves on the weakened enemy which had been loft behind,
and by the end of May drove them completely out of the country.
By this time Bavaria was menaced, but the Crown Prince still
interceded for the Tyrolese. 'You like me to be frank with you/ l
he wrote to his father; 1 therefore beg you most earnestly to show
forbearance to the Tyrolese, issue a general pardon. ... In this
way you can do more with these people than by severe measures.
Let them have their way in the small things they care about, and
they will be loyal to you/

Owing to Napoleon's distrust, the Crown Prince and his Division
were only given a task of secondary importance, namely the
protection of the flank and of the bridge at Linz. A messenger,
who appeared secretly at Ludwig's bedside in Linz at four o'clock
in the morning, urged him to marry the eldest daughter of the
Emperor, the Archduchess Marie Luise, and so bring on lor out of
chaos in the war question. This seemed rather too fantastic and
the Prince evaded the question without an actual refusal He
would only take this course if they tried to force him to marry
a Frenchwoman. The apprehension that he might one day have
to do this ate deep into his soul, and also his relations with his
father depressed him very much, for he loved and respected the
King although he could not and would not agree with his policy.
He was deeply moved when he received Max Joseph's letters
which closed with the words: 'Good-bye, dear Louis, I love you with
all my heart and soul. Your sincere friend and loving father, Max/

Such letters always inclined Ludwig to be more conciliatory,
for he knew how much the King valued his good relations with
Napoleon. The King wished him to write to Napoleon; he did so,
but it went so much against the grain that he made the following
remark on the draft: 1 repeat that my real sentiments must
never be judged by the letters I write to Napoleon, Ludwig,
Crown Prince/

1 Crown Prince Ludwig to his father, Linz, 21st June, 1809.   Munich H.A.